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pare to be gone, though at the same time I no
more intended it than he intended to let me.

Well, he importuned me not to talk of going; he
assured me, he was very far from offering any such
thing to me that was dishonourable, and if I thought
so, he would choose to say no more of it.

That part-1 did not relish at all; I told him, I
was ready to hear anything that he had to say, de-
pending that he would say nothing unworthy of
himself, or unfit for me to hear. Upon this, he told
me his proposal was this; that I would marry him,
though he had not yet obtained the divorce from
the whore his wife; and to satisfy me that he meant
honourably, he would promise not to desire me to
live with him, or go to bed to him till the divorce
was obtained. My heart said yes to this offer at
first word, but it was necessary to play the hypo-
crite a little more with him ; so I seemed to decline
the motion with some warmth, as unfair, told him
that such a proposal could be of no signification,
but to entangle us both in great difficulties; for if
he should not at last obtain the divorce, yet we
could not dissolve the marriage, neither could we
proceed in it; so that if he was disappointed in the
divorce, I left him to consider what a condition we
should both be in.

In short, I carried on the argument against this,
so far, that I convinced him it was not a proposal
that had any sense in it; then he went from it to
another, viz. that I would sign and seal a contract with
hinij conditioning to marry him as soon as the divorce
was obtained, and to be void if he could not get it.

I told him that was more rational than the other;
but as this was the first time that ever I could
imagine him weak enough to be in earnest, I did
not use to say yes at first asking, I would consider
of it. I played with this lover, as an angler does
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